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OBITUARY ‒ DR DOUGLAS MERVYN KROON 
 

Douglas Mervyn Kroon, husband, father, grandfather, brother, retired medical doctor and renowned lepidopterist, passed 

away suddenly on the 2nd of August 2020, at the age of 80. He will be greatly missed, and this obituary is a record and 

celebration of his remarkable life. 
 

Education 
 

Doug began school at the tender age of four in Graaff-Reinet. From an early age, he wanted to study medicine, which required 

Science and Latin as matric subjects. Union High School in Graaff-Reinet did not at that stage teach science as a subject. 

Consequently, he spent standards 9 & 10 at Kingswood College in Grahamstown, taking these subjects for the first time. He 

matriculated at the top of his class, despite being the youngest, displaying the first signs of a man with a prodigous intellect. 

He went on to study medicine at the University of Cape Town (UCT), graduating in 1963 – one of the youngest persons to 

achieve this. 
 

Medical career 
 

Doug worked as a medical doctor/locum at various hospitals and medical practices, where he gained an extensive range of 

medical skills. At one stage he held two jobs, including working at Stillfontein Mine Hospital. He moved to Sasolburg in 

1966, where he settled and built up an extensive medical practice that was so busy that it had four full time doctors plus 

support staff. He decided to retire early, but because he was so well known in Sasolburg as a medical doctor, he was requested 

by Safripol to join them as an Occupational Health and Safety (OHS) manager and medical specialist. This required him to 

do further studies and he studied at Witwatersrand University for two years. He then became qualified as an OHS practitioner. 

He worked for 25 years at Safripol and serviced all the chemical industries in Sasolburg. He compiled a Health and Safety 

manual with over 600 different chemicals, their dangers and 

treatments, occupational exposure limits etc. This was a first in South 

Africa and a reflection on the calibre and dedication of the man. 
 

Family life and outside interests 
 

Doug met Noelline at UCT when they were both studying there, and 

they became married in December 1963, not long after he graduated. 

They had three children, Michael, Heather and Cecil. Doug was an 

excellent father, always extremely supportive of any activities his 

family wished to participate in, such as studying flora, hiking and 

even riding ponies in Lesotho. He taught his children the rewards of 

observing nature closely, including butterflies, moths, caterpillars, 

other insects and the plants they use as food. This ignited in each of 

them an appreciation and love for nature and the outdoors. 
 

His other hobbies included squash – he was a superb player in his 

youth; wildlife photography which he also excelled at, and listening 

to classical music.   
 

Noelline was Doug’s soul mate and they shared so much 

Doug and Noelline’s marriage was founded on much love and mutual 

respect. Their commitment and support towards each other was 

evident in everything they participated in – be it work, home or 

interests and hobbies.  Having common interests definitely 

strengthened their bond.  Noelline’s botanical knowledge added great 

value especially when it came to hatching and feeding larvae and 

finding food plants! His 1999 publication on the host plants and other 

associations of southern Africa Lepidoptera was appropriately 

dedicated to Noelline. 
 

After their sons Mike and Cecil emigrated to Australia, Doug and 

Noelline went to visit them as often as possible, including in 1996, 

when they stopped over in Hong Kong on the way back, to visit his 

friend James Young and of course the famed Botanical & Zoological 

Gardens. For both Noelline & Doug a single day’s visit would never 

Doug happily collecting with Noelline and the children (c. 1970) 

              Doug and Noelline’s 30th wedding anniversary (1993) 
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have been enough and they were overwhelmed with the beauty and fascination of the exhibits. 
 

Heather fondly remembers her father 
 

Dad used every moment to add value to a day and to the lives of those around him.  From my earliest childhood memories 

family time was a high priority – be it a traditional Sunday lunch, taking the dogs for a swim in the river, a collecting (family) 

holiday in yet another new/remote region or just accompanying him in the car doing his house calls – his time was always 

fully utilised. The family were all drawn somehow or other to participate in most activities around the house: from the making 

of butterfly cabinets, pitching tents and moth sheets on collecting trips, folding triangles for specimens, searching for 

bagworms to helping with daily chores, feeding worms being bred, photography, sport and various other recreational 

activities  – the list is endless.  Although often working alone (by choice), he was a committed family man and especially 

supportive of my mother and her interests (botany) and hobbies (weaving, the natural path) – who would ever have imagined 

that 2 people could complement each other so perfectly?  Never would I either have imagined it possible to learn so much in 

such subtle ways from someone who never thought of themselves as a teacher. Dad created opportunities to share whatever 

he could with us children in every possible way.  Strict at times yet never selfish, he patiently guided and shaped us and gave 

us the support, freedom and confidence to be who we’ve become today. Dad’s favourite quiet spot was sitting at the window 

and many fond memories can be recalled there.  In his own quiet way, absorbing the view – noticing every minute detail, 

reading, thinking or perhaps even day-dreaming - his quiet space yet he always seemed to have time - time to share, time to 

listen and time to offer advice.  We miss you Dad!   
 

Cecil remembers his Dad as a role model 
 

Dad will be remembered for many great things but the most important to me has been his balanced steely sense of 

determination depicted in the adventures we had in my early childhood leading us into the wilds of South Africa, Namibia, 

Zimbabwe and Mozambique following his own passions while nurturing others. I remember him as a father of values, living 

his life for his passions – Family, Medicine, Friends, Sciences and Arts succeeding at all and meaningfully influencing others 

to the full extent of role model and mentor. I am truly blessed to be able to say “He was my Dad”. 
 

His brother Geoff has many happy memories of times spent at Paardekraal 
 

There was a substantial age gap between Douglas and myself as his youngest brother Geoff. In some ways maybe Doug took 

advantage of this and persuaded me to collect moths for him in various remote locations my career took me to. For example,  

at Bagani in the Western Caprivi, I was setting up moth traps by night, collecting, and then shipping the captures back to 

South Africa. Doug would always enthuse and mention that a new species or two had been discovered, and this kept me 

inspired. Some years later I bought some wilderness in the Camdeboo mountains near Graaff-Reinet.  Being of Graaff-Reinet 

origins himself this really piqued Doug’s interest and it was not long before Doug and Noelline made their first visit to the 

Paardekraal/Onbedacht farms. During those early 2000’s Doug and Noelline enjoyed some extended periods there, him 

collecting moths and Noeline waxing lyrical about the red romans and beautiful fauna. The mention of new species arose 

often so we must presume that Doug was in his element. Reflecting back now, those were the sunset years for Doug’s 

collecting since after the passing of Noelline, he seemed to hang up his light traps, nets and collecting boots. He regularly 

retreated to the farm where we would reminisce, over a glass of wine or two (his favorite being merlot) and he spent much 

time pointing out various moths and other insects under the verandah lights to the uneducated like me! And so it was that 

year after year that he would return to Paardekraal, and I like to think that some of his happiest memories were there. 
 

Retirement 

After retiring from Safripol, and after Noelline had very sadly 

passed away, Doug spent his later years at the family’s plot on 

the Vaal River. He continued to edit scientific journal articles 

and help others by giving advice on how to collect and 

catalogue moths and butterflies. He was involved in social 

clubs, such as The Lions for many years, later Rotary and 

listening to classical music with his friends.   
 

At age 77, Doug married again and spent his last years happy 

and fulfilled, traveling overseas and touring around South 

Africa with his second wife Dr Jenny Pretorius. She says they 

just enjoyed talking and sharing their interests. For example 

Doug encouraged her interest in classical music, and they 

listened to many composers, some new to her. Doug also shared  

               Doug at his beloved plot near the Vaal River 
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his knowledge and expertise on many things, while at the 

same time he was keen to learn about Jenny’s fields of 

expertise and all the countries she had visited. Their 

relationship was very close and happy up until his 

unexpected passing at home, in her arms, on the 2nd August 

2020 at the age of 80. 
 

Doug is dearly missed by Jenny, his daughter Heather and 

Andreas Kappmeier and their children Erich and Liezel, 

who shared the property on the Vaal, as well as by his two 

sons Mike and Cecil and his grandchildren Chleoni, Sam 

and Alex, (who all now live in Australia), and his younger 

brother Geoff.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Lepidoptera – an abiding passion 
 

As described above, Doug began to take an interest in butterflies and moths (Lepidoptera) from an early age, and this 

continued throughout his life. His travels took him all over southern Africa, at places such as Umdoni Park, Magoebaskloof, 

the (then) Rhodesias and (then) Beira in Mozambique. He obtained permits to enter forests and nature reserves throughout 

South Africa to collect specimens for study. Collecting for other collectors (be it beetles, dragonflies or even frogs) soon lead 

to the formation of many friendships around South Africa and the world.  Nothing was too much effort for Doug and he 

willingly helped any collectors in whichever way he could.  His ability to show interest in and share with others impacted 

hugely in his life.  On numerous occasions he was rewarded with invitations to visit areas which he otherwise would only 

have dreamt of. 
 

He became world renowned for his work on butterflies and moths and authored four scientific books as well as many technical 

papers. He was a member of the Royal Society of South Africa and is a life member of the Museums Association of South 

Africa. He was also an excellent peer reviewer and was requested by numerous authors and scientific journal editors to peer 

review their work for accuracy, write forewords or to make technical contributions in the field of Lepidoptera. He continued 

to assist others around the world in the study of Lepidoptera and edited many scientific works throughout the years, even to 

the day he died. 
 

Pennington’s Butterflies 
 

In 1978, with his friend Charlie Dickson, Doug compiled and brought to publication Pennington’s Butterflies of Southern 

Africa, which was started by Ken Pennington but was never finished due to his passing away. This book was revised and 

updated in 1994 by Ernest Pringle, Graham Henning and Jonathan Ball and is still today the standard work on southern 

African butterflies. 
 

The Transvaal Museum (now Ditsong) 
 

Doug served on the Transvaal Museum board for a very long time and during that period, four different Directors were 

appointed at the museum. He spent 25 years compiling and refining a scientific book that included all the Lepidoptera species 

ever found or described from southern Africa. This became the definitive work on the subject and is used as checklist for all 

Lepidoptera. Before this work, the only available data on the subject was a card index system, housed in the museum. Doug 

was always very generous and he firstly donated his butterfly collection to the Ditsong Museum of Natural History (formerly 

Transvaal Museum). This process of collection had taken years to complete. In 2018–2019, he made his second significant 

donation, that being his vast moth collection of 125,000 specimens, also to the Ditsong National Museum of Natural History. 

As lepidopterists would know, each specimen in such a collection was individually labelled with exactly where and when it 

was caught and by whom, digitally catalogued, described in terms of taxonomy and uniquely identified.Years later he gave 

his disk, containing an electronic checklist of the butterflies and moths of South Africa, to the Director of the Transvaal 

Museum. Curators of Lepidoptera at the museum were tasked with updating this checklist as new information became 

available. The latest edition was published in Metamorphosis during 2020 by the late Martin Krüger. 
 

2018 Family reunion Back row: Emiko Kroon (Cecil’s wife), 

Liezel Kappmeier (granddaughter), Cecil Kroon (youngest son), 

Heather Kappmeier (daughter), Erich Kappmeier (grandson), 
Mike Kroon (oldest son) and Andreas Kappmeier. Front row: 

Doug and Chleoni Kroon (granddaughter) 

Requiescat in pace 

May he rest in peace 
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The Lepidopterists’ Society of Africa 
 

Doug became one of the founder members of the Lepidopterists’ Society of Southern Africa in 1983, launched by the first 

President Mark Williams. He served on the Society’s committee from April 1984 until in 1988, when he became the second 

President of the Society, serving until 1990. He also served for two years (2000 & 2001) as the Editor of the Society’s journal 

Metamorphosis, introducing standard formatting and language policies, and generally raising the standard of the articles. His 

dedication went to the extent that he spent his own money to fund printing, transport to printers on the Rand and for posting 

the journal. He was later awarded for these contributions with Honorary Life Membership of the Society. 
 

Other awards and recognition of his work 
 

Doug was also inducted as an Honorary Life Member of the Natural History Museum in London, a rare achievement and 

recognition granted to very few people. This was in gratitude for the many specimens, including holotypes and paratypes that 

he had donated to the museum. 
 

In 2013, Doug received an award from the University of Cape Town for his notable contribution to a field of study outside 

of medicine, “for the significant impact of his work on the ecology and taxonomy of moths and butterflies”, presented to him 

by the Vice Chancellor and Principle of UCT. 
 

In addition, he generously donated specimens to taxon specialists, from all over the world, working on the South African 

fauna. He discovered many species new to science and a genus, 15 species and 2 subspecies were named in his honour (see 

full list below). 
 

His legacy as a lepidopterist 
 

Doug’s passing has left a huge hole in the world of lepidopterology and condolences to his family were received from eleven 

countries across the world. Douglas Kroon was a giant of an intellectual, a generous loving husband and caring father, who 

always had a smile, time to chat and share a joke, or a glass of wine. He inspired many others to become as passionate about 

moths as he was, particularly the late John Joannou and Hermann Staude. Doug’s publications were all very significant and 

challenging ventures in which he displayed enormous vision and preparedness to labour through mountains of data to reach 

an end product. He will be sorely missed by friends and family, as well as all lepidopterists who had the pleasure of knowing 

him, and he will live fondly on in all our memories, as the remembrances and tributes received below show. 
 

REMEMBRANCES AND TRIBUTES FROM LEPIDOPTERIST FRIENDS AND COLLEAGUES 
 

Very sorry to hear this sad news. He was indeed a prominent figure in African Lepidoptera. I never met him, but please pass 

on my sincere condolences if you are in touch with his family. Anthony Kingston, United Kingdom 
 

That is very sad. A man who added so much is gone. Our condolences go to his loved ones. Simon Joubert, KZN, SA 
 

So sorry to hear this. I have a species awaiting description for which I plan to use the name Trichophysetis krooni, both the 

known specimens were collected by him. David Agassiz – NHM London, United Kingdom 
 

Doug was a great help when Julia and I did our book Bring Butterflies Back to your Garden. He was extremely generous 

with both his formidable knowledge and his precious time. That will certainly remain my lasting impression of Doug: a man 

who was prepared to go the extra mile to advance butterfly literature. Charles Botha, KZN, SA 

My deepest condolences to Kroon's family. He will be missed. May he rest peacefully. Linda Sogot, Tanzania 
 

Doug Kroon was a giant intellect who contributed enormously to Southern African Lepidoptera, working tirelessly on these 

matters for many years. Condolences to the Kroon family. Steve Collins, ABRI, Kenya 
 

I knew him since my earliest days in LepSoc Africa, e.g. at the annual conferences, and also when we gathered at his place 

on the Vaal River for Xmas braais. Must be 30 or more years ago now. He also visited me a few times in Australia. My 

condolences to his family. Rolf Oberprieler, Australia 
 

My sincerest condolences and courage for the Doug Kroon family. Great pity for the world of African lepidoptera and 

lepidopterists. Séverin Tchibozo, Benin 
 

My condolences to all his loved ones. Neville Curle, SA 
 

Sad news when any of the greats has to leave us. Our sympathies to his family and friends. Malcolm Bain, Mpumalanga, SA 
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Thank you for the message and the sad news. Please convey my sincerest sympathy with his family - we had a long history 

of cooperation and friendship for many, many years.  I will remember him as a stalwart of our Society, having the study and 

welfare of Lepidoptera at heart and in deeds. Henk Geertsema, Stellenbosch, SA 
 

We will miss him – his friendship, his vast knowledge, and his passion for Lepidoptera! Mark Williams, Pretoria, SA 
 

Sad news, I fondly remember the first time we met, he took us skiing on the river. At that stage he was passionate about 

breeding bagworms, a little known lepidopteran group. Alan Gardiner, Zimbabwe 
 

Doug was an inspirational example to aspirant lepidopterists with his dedication to a precise and scientific approach to his 

work. I learnt a huge amount from him about the role of editor of Metamorphosis, and his guidance is embedded in the way 

we conduct scientific publication, and continually strive for improvement. Sincerest condolences to the whole Kroon family.

 Dave Edge, Knysna, SA 
 

Doug was the guy who taught me how to write books – I owe him a lot. Steve Woodhall, Durban, SA 
 

Sad news – he was so passionate about his subject. Kevin Cockburn, Greytown, SA 
 

I did not know him, but his work has certainly enlightened me. Marion Maclean, Montagu, SA 
 

Jurate and I only met Doug once during a LepSoc Africa conference in Potchefstroom and we immediately liked him. 

 Willy & Jurate De Prins, Belgium 
 

Sad news indeed. He was the man who got me interested in the Lepidoptera fauna of the Great Karoo Escarpment, and also 

proposed the area as a new project for me. We had plans to travel together to his brother’s farm in the Camdeboo Mts for 

collecting additional material in 2020 or 2021. One of the Hepialidae species he collected there, Eudalaca krooni Mey, 2019, 

carries his name and keeps the memory of a passionate Microlepidopterist alive. The second volume of the Asante Sana 

project has been dedicated to the memory of Doug. Wolfram Mey, Berlin, Germany 
 

I hope Doug’s funeral went well and you were left with good memories of him. It has been quite a year for the South African 

Lepidoptera community with these significant losses. Life is so short. Pasi Sihvonen, Helsinki, Finland 
 

We first met Doug when we were teenagers. My father Bill would take us to visit Doug in Sasolburg and we were friends 

from then on. I went on several trips with Doug and I spent a lot of time with him working on Pennington’s 1978, where I 

did all the layouts for the plates and worked on the text. We drifted apart in later years as Doug turned to moths. One of our 

last encounters was when Doug was donating his butterfly collection to Ditsong Museum. He asked me to come around and 

help him check all his identifications and to lay out his collection. He was a true gentleman and I have very fond memories 

of the times we had together. Our sincere condolences to the family.     Graham & Stephen Henning, SA and UK 
 

I was first introduced to Douglas by the late Arthur and Neville Duke and went on a number of collecting expeditions with 

him in his venerable old 4x4, including Lesotho, the Transvaal bushveld and up rough tracks in the Hogsback and Katberg 

mountains. In my later years, working as a volunteer in the Lepidoptera department of the (then) Transvaal Museum, my 

reference bible was his checklist of our Lepidoptera. We were often in contact to determine the identity of Pyralid moths and 

his advice was always valued and accurate. He regularly stayed overnight with me whenever he travelled to Pretoria. He kept 

urging me to publish, and to get all our knowledge on record before it was lost. He will be missed for his friendship and his 

deep interest and knowledge of the world of Lepidoptera and his willingness to share it with others. He was one of our giants! 

 Richard Stephen, Pretoria, SA  

My condolences to Doug’s family. His influence in many spheres of life was vast. I remember fondly the braais at his 

brother’s Karoo farm where I spent much time with Doug having a good meal and a few drinks, while we analysed the 

universe under millions of stars. There were numerous discussions on moths in particular and Lepidoptera in general. His 

help with Thestor camdeboo was much appreciated, as was his introduction to the Psychidae as it included a day flying moth, 

now one of my interests. He also gave me insights into the world of the Sesiidae moths. I, amongst so many, will miss Doug. 

 Alf Curle, Gauteng, SA 
 

My time working with the moths in the Ditsong Museum really made me realise what an incredible contribution Doug had 

made to the world of Lepidoptera here in South Africa. Trays after trays of specimens in their thousands. Almost too many 

to comprehend.  I first met Doug in his later years and always found him friendly, cheerful and full of enthusiasm, and 

whenever I delivered a clearwing moth to him that had to go off to Germany he was like a little boy again. My sincerest 

condolences to the family. Doug I hope you are up there with the moths. Peter Webb, Pretoria, SA 
 

Vigorous, enthusiastic, determined, practical and knowledgeable – I doubt that anyone who knew Douglas Kroon would 

dissent from those descriptors. I first encountered him as the vibrant medical doctor who breezed into what was then the 

Transvaal Museum, where I worked for several years from 1975. I was fortunate to get to know him well, especially during 
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several Lepidoptera collecting fieldtrips, including to the Soutpansberg, the Tsitsikamma Forest area, Natal, and the Eastern 

Highlands of Zimbabwe (then Rhodesia). Douglas was at his energetic best on these excursions. That energy was channelled 

also into building his collection and authoring or editing substantive works – notably Pennington’s butterflies and various 

checklists of southern African Lepidoptera. He used not only his knowledge of Lepidoptera to great effect in executing these 

substantive works, but also his considerable organizational skills and perseverance. I visited him and his family several times 

in Sasolburg – a happy and hospitable household. After I returned to the UK, we kept in touch sporadically, and we enjoyed 

a visit from Douglas and Noelline in London. Noelline’s death was a great blow to Douglas, but he carried on and again 

found happiness with his second wife, Jenny. I was deeply saddened to learn of his death. The loss to the South African 

lepidopterist community is profound. Malcolm Scoble, London, UK 
 

We met Doug when we joined the society in 1993 and have great memories of time spent with him.  We had informative 

chats about moths, databases and foodplants at MOTH’er evenings at Jo Joannou’s place, and spent many hours at his home 

in Sasolburg, trying to teach him about modern databases, while he taught us about moths and host plants.  Despite his fear 

of computers, he was the first South African Lepidopterist to database host plants and moths.  We are missing his unexpected 

telephone calls at any hour of the day and his long chats about where we are heading with Lepidops. André will certainly 

remember Doug’s warning about snakes when he began his interest in herpetology – Doug’s warning coming after he had 

just read “I dreamed of Africa”.   RIP Doug. Bennie and André Coetzer, Johannesburg, SA 
 

Doug Kroon was an accomplished lepidopterist, becoming President of the Lepidopterists’ Society of Southern Africa. Ken 

Pennington nurtured his love of butterflies. He was extremely energetic, and an expert of first our local butterflies and then 

our moths. I was privileged in having many meetings with him, both at his home in Sasolburg and then at Nature’s Valley. 

He did some very productive light trapping at the latter site - in the Afro-montane forest there. Doug was enthusiastic, kind, 

persistent, a wonderful friend and one who wanted to see the ‘bigger picture’ in lepidopteran taxonomy, and the aut- and syn-

ecologies of the butterflies and moths, about which he knew a lot. Both Doug and his wife Noelline were very knowledgeable 

about our South African plants and their biomes. A ‘great tree has fallen’, and many of us feel privileged to have known him, 

and to have become encouraged and enthused by his infectious love of our 'scale-winged’ insect fauna. 

 Jonathan Ball, Cape Town, SA 
 

I first met Doug on becoming editor of Metamorphosis in 1995. I made my way to Sasolburg for him to 'have a look at it' 

before printing, email was not an option in those days. It was awesome to finally meet the great man in person, his reputation 

preceded him. I was still astounded by all the minute errors he found in what we thought was a perfect edit and so began my 

regular visits to his place on the Vaal. Doug kindly had a last look at everything I ever submitted for publication thereafter 

and it was the beginning of a long friendship that sadly ended with his passing in August 2020. In addition to all the things 

he achieved in his life, as mentioned above, Doug was an active participant in the development of the information part of 

Lepidops and he photographed many hundreds of pre-identified moth specimens in the then Transvaal Museum. This resource 

has been an enormous help in being able to identify species in those moth groups that were not particularly in my sphere of 

interest. He loved rearing moths and together we put out a challenge to everybody in South Africa to rear more species in 

one year than what the two of us could. The response exceeded our expectations and this challenge culminated in the now 

successful Caterpillar Rearing Group. Doug, Noelline and I had many interesting discussions around the ecology of moths 

and their place in ecosystems, with Noelline's perceptions from the botanical side adding great insights. Noelline's passing 

was really hard for my friend and I only saw the sparkle in his eyes return years later after his wedding with Jenny. Doug and 

Jenny had a wonderful time together and I saw very little of him as he was always travelling.  

May you rest in peace my friend. Hermann Staude, Magaliesburg, SA 
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PUBLICATIONS BY DOUGLAS M KROON, 1973‒2020 

 

KROON, D.M. 1973. Notes on southern African 

Rhopalocera (Lepidoptera). Entomologist’s Record 

and Journal of Variation 85(2–3): 57–61. 

DICKSON, C.G.C., & KROON, D. [eds] 1978. 

Pennington’s butterflies of southern Africa. Donker, 

Johannesburg: 1–670. 

KROON, D.M. 1985. A new form of the common pierid 

butterfly Colias electo electo [electo] L. 

Entomologist’s Record and Journal of Variation 97(1–

2): 6. 

VARI, L. & KROON, D. 1986. Southern African 

Lepidoptera. A series of cross-referenced indices. 

Lepidopterists’ Society of Southern Africa and the 

Transvaal Museum, Pretoria: i–ix, 1–198. 

KROON, D.M. 1988. Moths - Field collecting and 

processing. Metamorphosis 1(22): 5–8. 

KROON, D.M. 1992. Barberton. Historical perspectives 

on collecting in the early twentieth century. 

Metamorphosis 3(2): 58–64. 

KRÜGER, M. & KROON, D.M. 1992. The main families 

of southern African Lepidoptera. pp. 20‒23. In: 

Woodhall, S.E. (Ed.) A practical field guide to 

butterflies and moths in southern Africa. The 

Lepidopterists' Society, 223 pp. 

KROON, D.M. 1999. Lepidoptera of southern Africa. Host-plants & other associations. Lepidopterists’ Society of Africa. 

i–xi, 1–160. (This book was dedicated to Noelline)  

VÁRI, L., KROON, D.M. & KRÜGER, M. 2002. Classification and checklis  t of the species of Lepidoptera recorded in 

Southern Africa. 385 pp. Privately published by the authors. 

KROON, D.M. 2011. Obituary – Lajos Vári (27 September 1916–21 April 2011). Metamorphosis 22(3&4): 121–124. 

STAUDE, H.S., & KROON, D.M. 2012.  (Great Caterpillar Moth Hunt Challenge. Lepidopterists’ Society of Africa 

Newsletter). 
http://www.lepsoc.org.za/oldsite/index.php?option=com_acymailing&ctrl=archive&task=view&listid=1-mailing_list&mailid=107-moth-challenge. 

 

TAXA NAMED IN HONOUR OF DOUGLAS M KROON 
 

According to Martin Krüger’s 2020 checklist of the Lepidoptera of Southern Africa (Metamorphosis 31(2): 1–201), and the 

book “The Lepidoptera fauna of a crater valley in the Great Escarpment of South Africa: The Asante Sana Project. Editors: 

Wolfram Mey and Martin Krüger. Esperiana Memoir 8”, a genus, 15 species and two subspecies were named in his honour: 
 

Genus 

Kroonia Lehman, 2010. 
 

Species Subspecies 

Acalyptris krooni (Scoble, 1980) Aloeides molomo krooni Tite & Dickson, 1973 

Agdistis krooni Kovtunovich & Ustjuzhanin, 2009 Zintha hintza krooni (Dickson, 1973) 

Archaeotychia krooni Kallies, 2006 

Cicinnoscelis krooni Bartsch, 2013 

Entephrilema krooni Krüger, 2019 

Eudalaca krooni Mey, 2019* 

Eugnosta krooni Aarvik, 2019* 

Gorgopis krooni Mey, 2019 

Kobelana (Calleagris) krooni (Vári, 1974) 

Kogelbergia krooni (Krüger, MS) 

Pseudomaenas krooni Krüger, 1999 

Psilocerea krooni Krüger, 2007 * Not in Kruger’s 2020 checklist – published in  

Scythris krooni Bengtsson, 2014 Esperiana Memoir 8 – The Asante Sana Project 

Taliporea krooni Sobczyk, 2019*  

Thiacidas krooni Hacker & Zilli, 2007  

 

A highlight of Doug’s publishing career was the 2002 launch of the 

checklist of Southern African  Lepidoptera in Canberra, Australia  

http://www.lepsoc.org.za/oldsite/index.php?option=com_acymailing&ctrl=archive&task=view&listid=1-mailing_list&mailid=107-moth-challenge

